The Sarajevo Outrage
In this connection the decisive testimony is that of
the originator of the Austro-Hungarian policy* Count
Berchtold. He did not content himself with branding
Belgrade as the centre whence the authors of the outrage
had received their inspiration; he informed Tim, the
Hungarian Prime Minister,, of "his intention to make
the atrocious crime at Sarajevo the occasion of a settle-
ment of accounts with Serbia."(5)
But it was necessary to keep this intention a secret,
and Berchtold gave instructions to von Storck in this
sense; for the Austrian diplomat was showing so much
zeal that his chief was obliged to bid him be more
circumspect. "We have no interest for the moment/*
Berchtold wrote, "in giving Belgrade the impression
that you have received orders to take advantage of the
matter in question, or any similar matter, in order to
force the pace. You will therefore be good enough to
execute the orders you receive, so far as the Serbian
Government is concerned, with the greatest calm and the
greatest objectivity; but at the same time in such a way
that any belated pretext of misunderstanding, or any
denial of the receipt of a communication, be made
impossible on the part of that Government. When the
investigation is complete, then will be the moment to
make up our minds about the political consequences
which we should derive from it"(6)
Failure to prove Serbian Complicity
Since this was the state of mind of those who directed
Austrian policy, they were naturally anxious to be able
to establish proof of Serbian connivance in the assassina-
tion; but this they failed to do.
39